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Why are we concerned about smoking in outdoor spaces?

1. Low levels of SHS?

2. Against denormalization of smoking 

3. The current partial laws do not work

4. Significant environmental impact

5. Contributes to health inequalities



1. Low levels? 



Terraces in hospitality venues

1. Low levels? 



1. Low levels? 

• Assess SHS exposure levels in urban 
outdoor settings from 11 European 
countries

• Measuring airborne nicotine and 
tobacco-related signs



1. Low levels? 

Also important:
This exposure is an
occupational exposure for 
hospitality workers



2. Against denormalization

We found that the public smoking ban in 
Colombia resulted in a significant 
reduction in smoking prevalence (−10.8 
pp.) among households that were 
previously more exposed to the social 
norm by living close to highly dense 
commercial areas in the city.

•.2023 Jan:48:101202. doi: 
10.1016/j.ehb.2022.101202. Epub 2022 Nov 19.



3. The current partial laws do not work



3. The current partial laws do not work

Spanish smoking control law:

Smoking is allowed on hospitality 
terraces if it is an uncovered space or 
covered with up to two side walls, and 
the enclosed area does not exceed 50% 
of the terrace

https://www.gacetasanitaria.org/es-pdf-S0213911124000748



3. The current partial laws do not work

120 
hospitality

terraces

44 terraces
with smoking

bans

X% 
incompliance??



3. The current partial laws do not work

Same results in the TackSHS project!
(2018 in diferent countries)



4. Environmental Impact



4. Environmental Impact

Every year, trillions of cigarette butts (CBs) 
are discarded into the environment

High resistance to physical and biological 
degradation

Harmful components released into water
from CBs cause both water pollution and
toxic effects on different aquatic organisms

doi: 10.1016/j.scitotenv.2024.172327. Epub 2024 Apr 16.



5. Contributes to health inequalities



CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUNDS
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PRIMARY SCHOOLS ENTRANCES



Tobacco signs in school entrances (n=220) 
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Why are we concerned about smoking in outdoor spaces?

1. Low levels of SHS?

2. Against denormalization of smoking 

3. The current partial laws do not work

4. Significant environmental impact

5. Contributes to health inequalities



▪ In outdoor environments where smoking is regulated:

✓ Total bans, not parcial

✓ Establish perimeters

✓ Clear signposting

✓ Promotion (equity perspective!), monitoring and enforcement efforts

▪ Advance in implementing more smoke-free outdoor areas (regulation!)

▪ Smoke- AND AEROSOL- free environments!

Moving towards smoke-free outdoor areas…
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Thank you!
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