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Where Are We At: 2023 Eurobarometer survey



Current State: Three Tobacco Control Directives Are 
Delayed at EC Level

 Council Recommendation on Smoke & Aerosol Free Environments : Adopted on 3 Dec 2024

Tobacco Tax Directive: Delayed Since 2022

 Tobacco Products Directive: 2 years behind the schedule

No Intention to Revise the Tobacco Advertising Directive 2003/33/EU

No Intention to Work on Art. 32 of Horizontal Directive to Tackle a Cross-Border Shopping

Weak Implementation of Art. 5.3 of the FCTC regarding tobacco lobbying
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EU Members States (Council) Adopted a Recommendation on 
Smoke- & aerosol-free environments on 3 December 2024

• Only Greece and Germany abstained from voting; Germany cited 
political pressures despite supporting the proposal.

• Italy, Czechia, and Slovakia criticized the lack of an impact 
assessment and scientific evidence.

• Support was voiced by countries including France, Latvia, Slovenia, 
Estonia, Spain, Poland, Netherlands, Ireland, Portugal, Romania, 
with varying levels of enthusiasm, emphasising alignment on the 
need for stronger tobacco control.
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/video/smoke-and-aerosol-free-environments-meps-debate_I264387
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Quotes by Executive Vice-President for Clean, Just & Competitive Transition 
& by Health Commissioner

EC: Council Recommendation on smoke-free environments

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6185


What Happened during the European Parliament Plenary Vote on 28 Nov

7

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/video/smoke-and-aerosol-free-environments-meps-debate_I264387

• MEPs rejected a proposed resolution with 378 votes against and 152 in 
favour.

• Opposition came from multiple sides: some wanted stricter bans, while 
others defended personal freedoms and industry interests.

• “The S&D Group will never accept to compromise on people’s health. 
Today’s vote confirms our commitment for the health of Europeans, 
against tobacco lobbies, and for a true European Health Union that 
protects everyone,” said Alessandra Moretti, S&D negotiator on the 
resolution. [© European Union 2024 - Source : EP]Alessandra Moretti, S&D negotiator on the resolution

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/video/smoke-and-aerosol-free-environments-meps-debate_I264387


European Parliament: Political Clashes & Industry Interference

• Support for ambitious measures from S&D, Greens, Renew, the Left

• PfE ECR, and ESN find the recommendation overly intrusive

• Division within EPP
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/video/smoke-and-aerosol-free-environments-meps-debate_I264387

Peter Liese, EPP, Germany

Source: EP https://www.europarl.europa.eu/mepphoto/1927.jpg

Peter Liese: This Is a Pyrrhic Victory for the Enemies of E-cigarettes / Majority Accepts the Text, but Key Member States Declare They Will 
Not Comply
“I, also as a doctor, don't know any scientific evidence that when somebody uses an e-cigarette in an outside restaurant any third person 
has any risk here. So that needs to be clarified. Where is the scientific evidence? Which article? Send it to me, and we talk.” - Peter Liese, 
EPP Spokesperson on Health 

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/video/smoke-and-aerosol-free-environments-meps-debate_I264387


DELAYS: Tobacco Tax Directive – 2 YEARS BEHIND THE SCHEDULE

• Updated Implementation Roadmap for the Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan on Achieving a 
Tobacco-Free Generation by 2040
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2022 

2024

Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan Implementation 
Roadmap – Updates 



DELAYS: Revision of the Tobacco Products Directive – 2 YEARS BEHIND THE SCHEDULE 
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2024

Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan Implementation 
Roadmap – Updates 



Opportunities: Olivér Várhelyi’s Mission Letter

Mission Letter – Olivér Várhelyi https://commission.europa.eu/document/b1817a1b-e62e-4949-bbb8-ebf29b54c8bd_en

https://commission.europa.eu/document/b1817a1b-e62e-4949-bbb8-ebf29b54c8bd_en
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Opportunities: The rotating presidency in the Council

● Revision of the Tobacco Products & 
Advertising Directives could be initiated and 
tabled by: Ireland & Lithuania & Latvis

● LAST CHANCE to Table the Directives is 
under Latvian Presidency July-Dec 2028
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Tobacco Products & Advertising: Ordinary Legislative Procedure

● It takes on average 17 months 
to adopt a new directive

● Most of the directives are 
adopted in the 1st reading

● To revise tobacco control 
directives in 2028, they have to 
be released by DG SANTE at 
the latest in 2026

What is the European Union? Infographics of the EU System 2021​ - Humanitarian Designers

https://www.humanitariandesigners.org/2021/01/28/european-union-infographic/


Barcelona, December 9th, 2024#icowho2024

Key Takeaways

Understanding our 

audience (ONE SIZE 

DOES NOT FIT ALL)

Operating in a post-

truth, low-trust 

landscape

“Rational thought is 

value-based” 

George Lakoff, 

cognitive linguist

History doesn’t 

repeat itself, but it 

reveals patterns

Source: Slides by Andreea Petre-Goncalves – Working with narratives



HISTORY LESSON: TPD 2014/40/EU 'the most lobbied dossier' in EU history
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https://www.smokefreepartnership.eu/news/sfp-infographic-2023-declared-tobacco-industry-presence-in-the-eu-policy-making-environment



Questions? 
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Follow us on 
Twitter/X 
& LinkedIn 

@PartnershipFree

@Smoke Free Partnership 
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