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7. The scepticism towards the tobacco industry’s harm reduction initiatives stems 

from their long and well-documented history of duplicitous behaviour, concealing and 

downplaying the health risks of their products, while deceptively marketing 

alternatives as harm reduction or quitting alternatives as ascertained in judicial 

proceedings
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Under Article 12 Member States are invited to: 

 “56. Provide information on the measures taken to ensure:”

(d) To prevent the abuse of …tobacco , …”
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The Committee recommends that Germany improves 

education on the effects of tobacco use and second-

hand smoke, regulates the marketing of tobacco to 

children, and holds tobacco companies accountable for 

infringing on children’s rights in supply chains.
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39. The Committee is concerned about the widespread use of tobacco among women 

in Argentina and the serious health impact of tobacco on women. The Committee is 

particularly concerned that women are often targets in tobacco advertising campaigns, 

which encourage and increase the usage of tobacco among women, resulting in 

tobacco-related diseases and deaths.

40. The Committee urges the State party to ratify and implement the World Health 

Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control and put in place legislation 

aimed at banning smoking in public spaces and restricting tobacco advertising.
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Key human rights considerations for the negotiations to develop an international legally binding 

instrument on plastic pollution 

Hold business enterprises accountable and protect against conflict of interest

Clear boundaries on conflict of interest should be established for the negotiations process and 

the implementation of the new Plastics treaty drawing from existing good practices under 

international law, for example, article 5.3 of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 

Control states that “Parties shall act to protect [their public health policies with respect to tobacco 

control] from commercial and other vested interests of the tobacco industry…” 
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Meetings of the conferences of the Parties to the 
Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions

Geneva, Switzerland | 28 April to 9 May 2025 EN
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2025 UN Ocean Conference

Nice, France | 9 June – 13 June 2025 EN
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UN Convention to Combat Desertification (NCCD) 
And 

20th Session of the UN Forum on Forests

New York, USA | 5 May – 9 May 2025
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2025 UN Climate Change Conference

Belém, Brazil | 10–21 November 2025 EN
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Laurent Huber

Executive Director

ASH > Action on Smoking and Health

HuberL@ash.org

@ASHglobalAction

@ASHorg

THANK YOU

Barcelona, December 9th, 2024#icowho2024
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